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About the Contributors 



• Photographs taken in 1898 
by David Sawyer. 

• Selection of photographs 
by Jim Davidson and Jake 
Sherman of the Publica- 
tions Committee. 

• Scanning and processing 
of photographs by Clifford 
Giffin. 

• Captions and text by Jim 
Davidson and Jacob Sher- 
man of the Publications 
Committee. 

David Sawyer 


Introduction 

By 1898 the old Town of Rutland had been divided into four 
municipalities. The Towns of Proctor and West Rutland had 
been separated from the old Town of Rutland in 1886. In 1892 
the creation of the City of Rutland completed the final division 
of the old Town of Rutland. 

The City of Rutland only began municipal operations in 1893. 
The photographs in this calendar were taken only five years af- 
ter the formation of the City of Rutland. They offer one of the 
best photographic documentaries of Rutland life and its infra- 
structure at the end of the 19th Century. 

These photographs demonstrate the rare skill of the photogra- 
pher David Sawyer. They also provide a fine look at all seasons 
of family life in 1898 Rutland. 


: The Quarterly is published by the Rutland Historical Society, 96 Center Street, 
Rutland VT 05701-4023. Co-editors: Jim Davidson and Jacob Sherman. 
Copies are $2 each plus $1 per order. Membership in the Society includes 
a subscription to the Quarterly and the Newsletter. Copyright © 2014 The 
Rutland Historical Society, Inc. ISSN 0748-2493. 
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David Sawyer’s World: 
1898 Rutland 


The quarterly calendar for 2015 celebrates the photographs of 
David H. Sawyer, an unusual young Rutlander who left us a pic- 
torial record of life in our area as it was lived over 100 years ago. 

David was the younger son of Henry H. Sawyer, who was the 
proprietor of H. A. Sawyer and Company, a wholesale and retail 
stationery store located on Merchants Row opposite the railroad 
depot. His mother was Julia Putnam Sawyer, whose father had 
served as a Rutland chief of police. 

David was born on 6 September 1878 in the family home at 44 
Washington Street on the corner of Wales Street, a large frame 
house with a charming front porch that still stands. He resided 
there all of his life which ended prematurely at the age of 31 on 
18 September 1909, when he died following a two week illness 
with pneumonia. 

When he was a boy of nine, David suffered a severe attack of 
scarlet fever that left him in delicate health for the remainder of 
his life. While he did attend local public and private schools, he 
did not graduate. He was not able thereafter to enter into any 
active employment. Occasional photographs show him requiring 
the use of a cane. 

Sometime around 1898 David acquired a camera and be- 
gan taking photographs of family and friends, buildings and 
streetscapes, parades and baseball games. Mostly he focused on 
the daily life of the household and often seemed to be recording 
the passing scene and changing seasons from the verandah of 
his home. The images he captured reveal an appreciation of life 
and a keen photographic eye. 

In addition to his parents, who predeceased him, David had an 
older brother, James P. Sawyer, who outlived him by only five 
years, dying at the age of forty-one. He also had a sister, Mary 
L. Sawyer, who married H. W. Hudson and relocated to Hoosick 
Falls, New York. The Sawyer household also included two adult 
maids. 

This calendar features the photographs taken by David during 
the single year of 1898. Rutlanders of today owe a debt of grati- 
tude this young man who used his camera to capture the life and 
times of a pivotal era in the history of the city. 
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DAVID SAWYER 



JANUARY 2015 
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INCLUDE RUTLAND HISTORICAL SOCIETY IN YOUR ESTATE PLANS 






















FEBRUARY 2015 
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CHECK NEXT MAILING LABEL FOR DUES INFORMATION 
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MARCH 2015 
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VISIT THE SOCIETY WEB SITE AT RUTLANDHISTORY.COM 
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APRIL 2015 
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“HISTORICALLY SPEAKING” WED - 4PM; THUR - 1:30PM; FRI - 7:30PM 








DAVID SAWYER 


MAY 2015 

SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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JUNE 2015 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 
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THERE ARE 600 RUTLAND TIDBITS ON THE SOCIETY WEB SITE 
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JULY 2015 
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NO CABLE? VIEW PEGTV PROGRAMS ON YOUR COMPUTER 
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AUGUST 2015 
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VISIT THE FARM MUSEUM AT THE RUTLAND FAIR 



SEPTEMBER 2015 
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DO YOU HAVE ITEMS TO DONATE FOR THE OCTOBER SALE? 




OCTOBER 2015 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



OCTOBER IS SOCIETY ANNUAL BUSINESS MEETING MONTH 
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NOVEMBER 2015 
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Thanksgiving Day 
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CAN YOU MAKE AN ADDITIONAL DONATION TO THE SOCIETY? 
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^S & GIFT MEMBERSHIPS FOR SALE 








Waiting at the trolley stop 


DAVID SAWYER DAVID SAWYER 



